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MUSIC BY: JOHNNY MArKS (1956), WOIDS BY: HENIY WaDSWOITH LONGFELLOW (1863), 8DAPTED BY JOHNNY Marks
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THIS QITANGEMENT BY CLAY HINE, COPYTIGHT 2024 BY SAINT NICHOLAS MUSIC
USED BY VETY GENEIOUS PEMMISSION FOM SAINT NICHOLAS MUSIC (THANKS TO MICHAEL Marks!)

VISIT WWW.BIOUHAHAQUAITET.COM FOr MOre GEMS anD MOre INFO aBouT -Bﬁ)UHH Ha E

VISIT WWW.CLAYHING.COM FOI MOTE MUSIC BY CLAY HING
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| HEAID THE BELLS ON CHIISTMAS DAY

..IS @ CHIISTMAS CaroL OriGINALLY BASED ON THE 1863 POBM “CHIISTMAS BELLS™ BY HENIY WaDSWOITH LONGFELLOW. HE WIOTE THIS POEM DUTING
THE ameriCaN CIVIL war, WHEN THEIE Was FIEICE DIVISION THAT THIEATENED THE EXISTENCE OF COUNTIY, COMMUNITY, FIIENDS, aND FAMILIES. THE
POEM OPENS WITH OPTIMISM BEFOIE FALLING INTO THE PESSIMISTIC MOOD IEFLECTING THAT OF THE NATION...AND THEN CONCLUDES WITH THE
[EaLlZdTION THAT FaITH CaN aLways OVErcome DOUBT aND DESPAIr, aND THAT PEACE aND GOODWILL WILL PrevalL. IN 1872 THIS POEM Was SET 10
MUSIC BY JOHN BaPTISTE CALKIN, aND IT BECAME @ STANDArD CaroL.

FAST FOrwarD SeveraL DeCanes T0 aNOTHET era THAT BIOUGHT US MaNY OF TODA@Y'S HOLIDGY STANDArDS..THIS TIME BY JOHNNY Marks, JOHNNY
SPECIALIZED IN CHIISTMAS SONGS aND WIOTE SeveraL TUNES LIKE TOCKIN™ arOUND THE CHIISTMAS TTee, aN OLD FASHIONED CHIISTMAS, @ HOLLY JOLLY
CHI'STMAS, dND TUDOLPH THE [€D-NOSED [EINDEET...AND dLL OF THE MUSIC IN THE CLASSIC FANKIN-BASS CHIISTMAS SPECIAL OF THE SAME NaMe.

JOHNNY aLSO ICIMAGINED | HEArD THE BELLS ON CHIISTMAS DaY, COMPOSING HIS OWN WONDETFUL MELODY aND HArMONIES, USING VEISES 1, 2, 6, aD
7 FTOM THE LONGFELLOW POBM. JOHNNY'S VETSION WaS DEBUTED BY BING CIOSBY IN 1956, aND HaS SINGE BECOME @ HOLIDAY CLASSIC. IT'S BEEN
[6COrDED COMMETCIALLY OVET 60 TIMES, dND HAS BEEN COVETED BY HAITY BELAFONTE, JOHNNY GASH, aNDY WILLIGMS, GND THE CarPENTETS.

10 PUBLISH HIS HOLIDG@Y COMPOSITIONS, JOHNNY Marks aLSO FOUNDED SQINTT NICHOLAS MUSIC, WHICH IS TODA@Y OWNED BY HIS SON, MICHAEL.
BIOUH@HA LOVES THIS TUNE, aND [€aLLY HOPED WE GOULD HELP BIING THIS SONG TO OUI BArBErSHOP COMMUNITY. WE I€aCHED OUT T0 MICHAEL
Marks, TOLD HIM HOW MUCH WE LOVED HIS DaD'S MUSIC aND THIS SONG IN ParTICULar, aND TOLD HIM @BOUT OUI" INVOLVEMENT IN BarBErsHOP aND
dBOUT BIOUHAHA'S GEMS...aND aSKED HOW WE MIGHT GET HIS aPProvaL TO eCOrD anp reLease THIS FOr FOLKS T0 ENJOY. MICHAEL 6ave US
PEIMISSION TO IECOrD THE SONG aND ELEASE IT aS @ GEM TO BArBErSHOPPETS BVEIYWHETE - FTEE OF CHArGe, HE aLs0 Saib “FYI, MY LATE FATHEr
CONSIDEIED ‘I HEarD THE BELLS ON CHIISTMAS DAY TO BE HIS BEST SONG, IN ParT BY TEaSON OF ITS INTETESTING CHOMD PIOGIESSIONS, WHICH |
IMGGINE CaN BE Very BEaUTIFULLY IeaLIZED BY BrOUHAHA Or OTHET TALENTED BArBErSHOP SINGETS.” WE HOPE WE'VE DONE THAT IN PrESErVING
THIS GEM.

WHILE THETE Have BEEN MANY DIFFETENT VETSIONS OF THIS SONG BASED ON LONGFELLOW'S POEM, WE WANTED TO HONOI THE MaN WHO Gave US SO
MaNY HOLIDAY CLASSIGS BY PrESEIVING THE LYTICS, HAIMONIES, @ND CONSTTUCTION THAT WE THINK HE HAD IN MIND WHEN HE CreaTeD THIS CLASSIC
SONG. dLL WE aSK - IN JOHNNY'S HONOI - IS THT YOU SHare THE SPIrT OF LOVE, JOY, PEACE, aND GOODWILL THIOUGH THIS MUSIC!



