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December 23, 2024 Arr: C. HineOne of Brouhaha's Gems!

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day

Music by: Johnny Marks (1956), Words by: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1863), adapted by Johnny Marks
this arrangement by Clay Hine, copyright 2024 by Saint nicholas music

used by very generous permission from saint nicholas music (thanks to michael marks!)

Visit www.brouhahaquartet.com for more gems and more info about xxxxxxxxxxxxx
visit www.clayhine.com for more music by clay hine
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day (cont'd.)

I Heard the Bells On Christmas Day

…is a Christmas carol originally based on the 1863 poem “Christmas Bells” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. He wrote this poem during 
the American Civil War, when there was fierce division that threatened the existence of country, community, friends, and families. The 

poem opens with optimism before falling into the pessimistic mood reflecting that of the nation…and then concludes with the 
realization that faith can always overcome doubt and despair, and that peace and goodwill will prevail. In 1872 this poem was set to 

music by John Baptiste Calkin, and it became a standard carol.

Fast forward several decades to another era that brought us many of today’s holiday standards…this time by Johnny Marks. Johnny 
specialized in Christmas songs and wrote several tunes like Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree, An Old Fashioned Christmas, A Holly Jolly 

Christmas, and Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer…and all of the music in the classic Rankin-Bass Christmas special of the same name.

Johnny also reimagined I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day, composing his own wonderful melody and harmonies, using verses 1, 2, 6, and 
7 from the Longfellow poem. Johnny’s version was debuted by Bing Crosby in 1956, and has since become a holiday classic. It’s been 

recorded commercially over 60 times, and has been covered by Harry Belafonte, Johnny Cash, Andy Williams, and the Carpenters.

To publish his holiday compositions, Johnny Marks also founded Saintt Nicholas Music, which is today owned by his son, Michael. 
Brouhaha LOVES this tune, and really hoped we could help bring this song to our barbershop community. We reached out to Michael 

Marks, told him how much we loved his dad’s music and this song in particular, and told him about our involvement in barbershop and 
about Brouhaha’s Gems…and asked how we might get his approval to record and release this for folks to enjoy. Michael gave us 

permission to record the song and release it as a Gem to barbershoppers everywhere - free of charge. He also said “FYI, my late father 
considered ‘I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day’ to be his best song, in part by reason of its interesting chord progressions, which I 

imagine can be very beautifully realized by Brouhaha or other talented barbershop singers.” We hope we’ve done that in preserving 
this Gem.

While there have been many different versions of this song based on Longfellow’s poem, we wanted to honor the man who gave us so 
many holiday classics by preserving the lyrics, harmonies, and construction that we think he had in mind when he created this classic 

song. All we ask - in Johnny’s honor - is that you share the spirit of love, joy, peace, and goodwill through this music!


